
 

 

 

 

 

 

Erasmus+ and Higher Education  

Frequently Asked Questions for Partner-Country 

stakeholders 

These FAQs only cover the aspects of the Erasmus+ programme relating to Higher Education. They 

focus on opportunities for stakeholders from partner countries. 
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1. GENERAL QUESTIONS 

 

1. Which countries are considered as 'Programme Countries' and 'Partner 

Countries' in Erasmus+ terminology? 

Programme Countries Partner countries 

EU Member States: 

Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 

Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, 

Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, 

Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 

Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 

Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 

United Kingdom 

All other countries throughout the world 

 

 

N.B. Not all countries are eligible to take part in all Erasmus + 

actions.  

E.g.: Industrialised Countries covered by the Partnership 

Instrument may not take part in Capacity-Building Projects for 

Higher Education. Please check the programme guide to ensure 

your country can take part in a certain action.  

 

 

Other Programme Countries:* 

Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey. 

 

2. What activities does Erasmus+ fund in the field of higher education? 

In the field of higher education, Erasmus+ focusses on four main areas: Credit mobility, Joint Master 

Degrees, Capacity Building for Higher Education and Jean Monnet. 

In the field of credit mobility, a Partner-Country Higher Education Institution and a Programme-

Country Higher Education Institution can set up an inter-institutional agreement, enabling their 

students to study up to 12 months abroad at the host university, ensuring that all grades and credits 

obtained at Bachelor, Master or Doctoral level will be recognised by the home university. Moreover, 

members of staff can take part as well.  

A Joint Master Degree is - unlike credit mobility - a full international study programme, lasting 

between one and two years. The programme is offered by a consortium of Higher Education 

Institutions from programme and – optionally- partner countries. Students study in at least two of 

the Higher Education Institutions involved. The EU funds scholarships to students from all over the 

world to take part – three-quarters of these are for students from Partner Countries. Over the seven 

years of Erasmus+, the programme aims to select some 350 Joint Master Degrees which will offer 

some 25,000 scholarships for students and academics. 

Capacity Building projects  aim to support the modernisation, accessibility and internationalisation of 

higher education in the Partner Countries. These projects are transnational cooperation projects 
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based on multilateral partnerships primarily between Higher Education Institutions from Programme 

and eligible Partner Countries.  

These projects can be: 

 Joint projects: to help Higher Education Institutions from partner countries to develop, 

modernise and disseminate new curricula, teaching methods or materials, as well as to boost 

quality assurance and governance of Higher Education Institutions. 

 Structural projects: to develop and reform Higher Education Institutions and systems in 

partner countries; to enhance their quality and relevance, promote regional cooperation and 

increase convergence with international developments in higher education.  

The Jean Monnet programme supports projects dedicated to teaching and research on the European 

integration process. It supports these projects and the professors, through key activities such as 

courses, research, conferences, and publications in the field of EU studies. Institutions and 

associations from all over the world will be able submit a proposal for a Jean Monnet project under 

an Erasmus+ Call for Proposals. 

 

3. How much money is available under the programme? 

For the seven years 2014-2020, the budget will comprise EUR 14.7 billion from the EU's 

budget for EU growth and competitiveness (Heading 1) plus an amount from the external 

relations instruments (Heading 4) currently expected to be EUR 1.68 billion.  

 

4. What is the role of the National Agencies with regard to higher education? 

National Agencies manage the credit mobility agreements for their country. So – for example – a 

proposal for a credit mobility agreement between a  Danish and an Indian university will have to be 

submitted by the Danish university to the Danish National Agency.  

While Joint Master Degrees, Capacity Building and Jean Monnet are all managed centrally by EACEA, 

the National Agencies will play a role in promoting these actions in their own country, and advising 

potential applicants. 

 

5. Do all participating countries have National Agencies? 

No, only Programme Countries have National Agencies. The complete list of National Agencies and 

their contact details can be found here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/education/tools/national_agencies_en.htm 

 

For the higher education components of the programme with an international dimension, a list of 

International Erasmus+ Contact Points in the National Agencies can be found here:  

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/tempus/tools/contacts_eu_member_states_en.php 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/education/tools/national_agencies_en.htm
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6. What is the difference between National Agencies, and National Erasmus+ 

Offices? 

National Agencies operate in Programme countries. A complete list can be found here: 

http://ec.europa.eu/education/tools/national_agencies_en.htm 

 

National Erasmus+ Offices operate in certain Partner Countries, namely the 27 countries formerly 

covered by the Tempus programme in Western Balkans, the Neighbourhood regions (East and 

South), Russia and Central Asia. In these countries, the National Erasmus+ Offices should be the first 

point of contact for questions from the general public. They will also play a role in promotion, 

selection and monitoring of certain E+ activities in these countries. A complete list can be found here: 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/tempus/tools/contacts_national_tempus_offices_en.php 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/education/tools/national_agencies_en.htm
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/tempus/tools/contacts_national_tempus_offices_en.php
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7. What former programme activities have been incorporated into the  new 

Erasmus+ framework? 

Already familiar with previous programmes? Check how opportunities available from 2009-2013 will 

continue under Erasmus+ 

 

2009-2013  Erasmus+ 
2014-2020 

Horizon 2020  
programme for research 
2014-2020 

Erasmus Mundus Action 1a: 

Masters Courses & 

scholarships 

 Joint Master Degrees 

with scholarships 

 

Erasmus Mundus Action 1B: 

Doctoral Programmes & 

fellowships 

  Marie Skłodowska Curie 

joint doctoral 

programmes with 

fellowships 

Erasmus Mundus Action 2 

partnerships: mobility 

through Higher Education 
Institutions partnerships 

 Credit mobility through 

inter-institutional 

agreements between 

Higher Education 
Institutions 

 

Tempus 
 

 Capacity Building 

projects in Higher 

Education 

 

ALFA 

Edulink 

Jean Monnet Actions  Jean Monnet Actions  
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8. Does Erasmus+ fund mobility? 

Key Action 1 attaches great importance to mobility. For higher education this means credit mobility 

and mobility as part of a joint master degree.  

In the field of credit mobility, a Partner-Country university and a Programme-Country university can 

set up an inter-institutional agreement, enabling their students to study up to 12 months abroad at 

the host university, ensuring that all obtained grades and credits will be recognised by the home 

university. Moreover, staff and doctoral students can take part as well.  

A Joint Master Degree is - unlike credit mobility - a full international study programme, lasting 

between one and two years. Students study in at least two of the Higher Education Institutions 

involved.  

9. Which countries can participate? Is Erasmus+ primarily targeting at 

European countries or at countries outside of the EU? 

Erasmus+ is an international programme that fosters cooperation between European stakeholders, 

as well as between stakeholders inside and outside Europe. A substantial part of the programme's 

budget – EUR 1.68 bn over the seven years - consists of funding delivered through the EU's external 

relations financing instruments (EU budget-heading 4), specifically aimed at building cooperation 

with partner countries. This will fund for example the credit mobility for students and staff to and 

from partner countries (managed through European national agencies), and the Capacity Building 

projects (managed centrally by the EACEA). Besides this, significant budget-heading 1 funds will 

finance participation of Partner-Country nationals: for example, at least three-quarters of the 25,000 

scholarships planned for Erasmus+ Joint Master Degrees (EACEA-managed) will be for nationals of 

partner countries. 

10. What has happened to Erasmus Mundus Action 2 partnerships? 

Erasmus Mundus Action 2 partnerships are selected for four years. The last selection will be 

completed in mid-2014, so many partnerships will be continuing to make selections of students up to 

2017. As the name suggests, Erasmus Mundus Action 2 partnerships involve multiple universities 

from (a) European Union countries, and (b) from a certain country or region. They can also provide 

degree mobility of up to 36 months (in the case of doctoral candidates). 

 

The Erasmus+ credit mobility programme will eventually replace the Erasmus Mundus Action 2 

programme. Unlike the partnerships carried out under Erasmus Mundus Action 2, credit mobility is 

based on a bilateral agreement between two universities. 

 

11. Will Switzerland participate in Erasmus+ after the recent referendum 

proposing a stricter immigration policy? 
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In the light of the Swiss popular vote on 9 February 2014 changing Switzerland’s system of 

immigration, the following has been decided: in 2014 Switzerland will not participate in Erasmus+ on 

an equal footing with EU Member States (i.e. as “Programme Country”) as initially envisaged, but 

rather enjoy the status as other third countries (i.e. as a “Partner Country”). This will remain under 

reivew in the future.   

 

2. OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIVIDUALS (SCHOLARSHIPS, STAFF 

MOBILITY, ETC) 
 

2.1. General questions 

 

12. I have an acceptance letter from a European university to start a course. 

How do I get an Erasmus+ scholarship for this? 

This is not the way Erasmus+ works. Scholarships are only available for programmes and projects 

selected by Erasmus+. See next question  

 

13. Can I apply for an Erasmus+ scholarship to go to study anywhere in 

Europe? 

No. You can apply only for courses or programmes that are funded by Erasmus+. There are two main 

types: 

Joint Master Degrees 

These are master-level programmes offered by consortia of universities at Masters level, offering a 

joint/double/multiple degree. You study in at least two of the universities. You apply to the 

consortium to find out more about entry requirements and timing, and ultimately to submit your 

application. 

Credit mobility 

From 2015 onwards, your university may have one or more agreements with European universities 

to send and host students. You can apply for a scholarship to spend part of your study in one of these 

partner universities. The knowledge and the learning credits that you acquire will count towards your 

degree back home. 

You will need to contact the international office of your university where you are studying (or from 

which you graduated) to find out which universities are involved, and which courses are on offer. 

Other EU-funded study scholarships 

A number of Erasmus Mundus Action 2 Partnerships will be offering scholarships to students and 

staff from partner countries to study part or all of a degree course in a European university. Some of 

these partnerships will continue to make selections of students up to 2016 / 2017. 
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http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_2_en.php 

 

 

14. How can I apply for a scholarship under Erasmus+? 

You can apply for a scholarship to follow one of the existing high-level Erasmus Mundus programmes 

at masters or doctoral level or one of the new Erasmus+ Joint Master Degree programmes, offered 

by a consortium of European and non-European Higher Education Institutions. You will study in at 

least two of the participating institutions and be awarded a joint or double/multiple degree at the 

end of your studies. EU-funded scholarships cover the participation costs, travel to Europe, a living 

allowance and insurance. 

→  Apply directly to the consortium, which carries out a competitive selection procedure for 

scholarship places, open to candidates from across the world. 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/programme/action1_en.php 

 

If your university has an inter-institutional agreement with a partner university anywhere in the 

world, you can apply for a grant for short-term credit mobility (up to 12 months), under which you 

can spend part of your study period (at bachelors, masters or doctorate level) at that partner 

institution. The course(s) you follow will provide you with credits that will be recognised and 

contribute to your degree back home.  

→ Contact your institution's international office for more information. 

 

15. I want to complete a whole degree programme via Erasmus+. Is that 

possible? 

Yes – you can apply for a scholarship to follow one of the existing high-level Erasmus Mundus 

programmes at masters or doctoral level or one of the new Erasmus+ Joint Master Degree 

programmes, offered by a consortium of European and non-European Higher Education Institutions. 

You will study in at least two of the participating institutions and be awarded a joint or 

double/multiple degree at the end of your studies. EU-funded scholarships cover the participation 

costs, travel to Europe, a living allowance and insurance. 

→  Apply directly to the consortium, which carries out a competitive selection procedure for 

scholarship places, open to candidates from across the world. 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/programme/action1_en.php 

 

16. Can I apply for Erasmus+ if I already participated in one of the former 

programmes? 

Yes. It will now be possible to study and train abroad more than once as an Erasmus+ student.  

Students will be able to study and/or train abroad for up to 12 months within each study cycle 

(bachelor, master or doctorate), irrespective of the mobility type (studies or traineeships) and 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_2_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/programme/action1_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/programme/action1_en.php
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number of mobility periods (for example, 2 periods of 6 months or 3 periods of 4 months). However, 

Higher Education Institutions may give priority to students who have never benefited from a 

mobility experience abroad before.It will not be possible to study in a Joint Master Degree 

programme if you already completed an Erasmus Mundus Master Course. Likewise, it is not possible 

to take part in more than one Joint Master Degree programme. 

17. Is there an age limit for students? 

No, there is no age limit. 

 

18. Will there be offers for language courses as well? 

Providing language courses as such is not an objective of the international higher education strands 

of Erasmus+.  

However, some form of language initiation — to facilitate integration in the host country- should be 

part of the services provided to any incoming student by the host university. Higher Education 

Institutions commit themselves to comply with the principles of the Erasmus Charter of Higher 

Education, including these ones: "ensure that outgoing mobile participants are well prepared for the 

mobility, including having attained the necessary level of linguistic proficiency" and "provide 

appropriate linguistic support to incoming mobile participants".  

19. Do I have to pay student fees if I take part in an Erasmus+ mobility 

programme? 

No, as a student taking part in credit mobility, you do not have to pay fees at your host university.  

This is ensured by the institutional agreement between the participating universities.  

In a Joint Master Degree programme, tuition fees are included in the scholarship. 

 

20. Can I benefit from an Erasmus+ scholarship even if I receive funding 

from other sources? 

You may not benefit from more than one source of EU funding. However, it may be possible to 

access other funding sources during a mobility period. 

 

21. How long can I study abroad under the Erasmus+ programme? 

Credit mobility can last up to 12 months (for students) or 2 months (for staff). Joint Master Degrees 

last up to 24 months (120 ECTS). 

 

22. How do I get a Masters loan? 

Masters loans are only available for students from Programme Countries.  
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23. Will I receive a scholarship? What is covered by a scholarship? 

The rationale behind Erasmus+ is that the EU makes a contribution to a student's participation. 

Depending on the type of mobility, this contribution will cover some (e.g. credit mobility) or all of a 

range of different costs: travel, participation costs, living allowance (e.g. Joint Master Degrees).  

 

Credit mobility scholarships 

The amount available for students taking part in credit mobility is still in the process of negotiation. 

 

Joint Master Degrees 

 Students from Partner 

Countries 

Students from 

Programme Countries 

Contribution to 

participation costs 

Up to 

€ 9 000 per year 

Up to 

€ 4 500 per year 

Contribution to travel 

costs 

€ 2 000 per year if less 

than 4 000 km  from JMD 

coordinator 
 

€ 3 000 per year if more 

than 4 000 km  from JMD 

coordinator 

€ 1 000 

per year 

Contribution to 

installation costs 

€ 1 000  

(one-off payment) 

 

Living allowance  

(max 24 months) 

€ 1 000 

per month 

€ 1 000 

per month 

 

24. What's happened to Erasmus Mundus scholarships? 

You may be familiar with the Erasmus Mundus programme, which ran until the end of 2013. While 

Erasmus+ started operations in January 2014, a number of Erasmus Mundus opportunities will either 

continue to be available for some time, or have been included in Erasmus+. 

 

Erasmus Mundus Master Courses (EMMCs) 

EMMCs are selected for a five-year period, and so 

some will continue to offer scholarships. Apply 

directly to a consortium. The list below combines 

Erasmus Mundus Action 2 Partnerships 

These partnerships of Higher Education 

Institutions from the EU on the one hand and 

certain regions/countries on the other offer 
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EMMCs and will continue to add new Joint Master 

Degrees selected under Erasmus+ from 2014 to 

2020. 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results

_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_master_co

urses_en.php 

 

Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorates (EMJDs) 

EMJDs are selected for a five-year period, and so 

some will continue to offer fellowships up to 2017. 

Apply directly to a consortium. These are listed here. 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results

_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_joint_doct

orates_en.php 

 

 

 

scholarships for students and staff to come 

to study/teach/research in one of the 

partner Higher Education Institutions from 

the EU. These partnerships will continue at 

least until 2017 to select candidates for 

scholarships at Bachelor, Master, Doctorate, 

Post-Doctorate level or for staff.  

These opportunities – short-term or degree-

related – are available whether or not you 

are registered at one of the partner 

universities.  

Check the partnerships for your region here. 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus

/results_compendia/selected_projects_actio

n_2_en.php 

 

 

 

2.2 Credit Mobility 

 

25. What is a credit mobility as opposed to a degree mobility ? 

In the field of credit mobility, a Partner-Country university and a Programme-Country university can 

set up an inter-institutional agreement, enabling their students to study up to 12 months abroad at 

the host university, ensuring that all obtained grades and credits will be recognised by the home 

university. Moreover, staff and doctoral students can take part as well.  

 

Degree mobility involves an individual studying for a specific diploma. A Joint Master Degree is a full 

international study programme, lasting between one and two years. Students study in at least two of 

the Higher Education Institutions involved.  

 

26. Can I be sure that my home university will recognise the credits I am 

going to obtain while studying abroad? 

Credit mobility is arranged under an inter-institutional agreement between the sending and hosting 

university. The questions of recognition and equivalence should be agreed in the inter-institutional 

agreement. Each student will also receive a student agreement expressedly addressing these aspects. 

 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_master_courses_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_master_courses_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_master_courses_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_joint_doctorates_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_joint_doctorates_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_joint_doctorates_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_2_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_2_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_2_en.php
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27. What possibilities do staff members have to take part in credit mobility? 

Opportunities are open for staff at a Higher Education Institution with a mobility agreement to spend 

up to two months at the partner institution. There are two types of staff mobility: teaching periods 

and training periods. 

Teaching periods: this activity allows Higher Education Institution teaching staff or staff from 

enterprises to teach at a partner Higher Education Institution abroad. Staff mobility for teaching can 

be in any subject area/academic discipline. 

Training periods: this activity supports the professional development of Higher Education Institutions 

teaching and non-teaching staff in the form of training events abroad (excluding conferences) and 

job shadowing/observation periods/training at a partner  Higher Education Institution, or at another 

relevant organisation abroad. 

 

 

2.3 Joint Master Degrees 

 

28. Can I still apply for Erasmus Mundus Masters Courses? 

Yes – you can apply for Erasmus Mundus Masters Courses and new Joint Master Degrees in the next 

selection round.  

138 Erasmus Mundus Masters Courses offered scholarships for students starting in the academic 

year 2014/2015. It is no longer possible to apply for Erasmus Mundus scholarships for the 2014 

edition of these programmes. It may be possible to apply as a fee-paying student up to mid-2014. 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_maste

r_courses_en.php 

A new updated list will appear here in August 2014. This will feature all Master courses that will be 

offering scholarships for students starting programmes in the academic year 2015/2016 (i.e. in 

September 2015. 

 Many of these 138 Erasmus Mundus Master Courses will remain on the list, though some will 

have come to the end of their funding period and will not be re-selected.  

 Around 10 new Joint Master Degrees, selected under the new Erasmus+ programme will be 

added to this list. 

29. Where can I find Joint Master Degrees offered under Erasmus+? 

A list of existing Erasmus Mundus Master Courses - and future Erasmus+ Joint Master Degree 

programmes once they are selected, can be accessed here: 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_maste

r_courses_en.php 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_master_courses_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_master_courses_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_master_courses_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_master_courses_en.php
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In the summer of each year (Year N) a new batch of selected (or re-selected) Joint Master Degrees 

will be added to list: these programmes will open applications to potential scholarship-winners in the 

last quarter of Year N, for students who will start in September/October (Year N+1). 

 

30. Will the new Joint Master Degrees be different from the previous 

Erasmus Mundus Master Courses? 

From a student point of view there will be very little difference in the courses and the way they are 

structured. Courses are offered by a consortium of European and (possibly) non-European Higher 

Education Institutions. You will study in at least two of the participating institutions and be awarded 

a joint or double/multiple degree at the end of your studies. 

The scholarships will be calculated in a slightly different way. There will no longer be a difference in 

the living allowance paid to students from inside or outside the EU as was the case under Erasmus 

Mundus. Distance will be taken into account when defining travel contributions will be calculated on 

the basis of distance  

 

 

31. To how many joint programmes can a student apply? 

A student can apply to up to three Joint Master Degrees in any one selection year. 

 

32. How can I be sure that my EM degree is recognised in a country that is 

not involved in the consortium where I study/studied?  

Erasmus+ requires that all graduated students are awarded at least a double degree officially 

recognised in the degree-awarding countries. 

Recognition in another European (or non-European) country of a national degree delivered by a 

given European country is a decision for the country concerned (usually based on bilateral 

agreements between the two countries) and in which the European Union (/Commission) cannot 

intervene. 

As a result, the only way to obtain an answer to this question in specific cases would be to raise the 

question to the appropriate authorities in the country in question, providing them with the official 

name of the degrees offered by the Joint Master Degree Course concerned (see under the following 

link the appropriate bodies: http://www.enic-naric.net). 

 

33. Under a Joint Master Degree, can I spend a mobility (study-research 

period/ preparing part of the thesis/carrying out an internship, etc.) in an 

http://www.enic-naric.net/
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institution not belonging to the consortium or in a country outside the 

consortium countries? 

As a matter of principle, mobilities should be carried out in an institution belonging to the 

consortium (as a full partner or –often in the case of placements – as an associate). Mobilities 

outside the consortium should be regarded as an exception to the rule. 

For this exception to occur, the consortium would have to justify the relevance of the mobility and 

the added value for the study. Besides, the consortium would have to explain which would be the 

role of the institution where the mobility would take place and to confirm that the responsible of the 

institution is accepting this role. Furthermore, the student's mobility will need to be monitored and 

evaluated by at least one of the partners in the consortium, who will recognise this mobility outside 

the consortium. 

 

 

2.4 Doctoral Studies 

 

34. How can I apply for a scholarship for a doctoral programme 

42 Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorate programmes will be offering fellowships to doctoral candidates 

wishing to start in the academic year 2014/2015. It is no longer possible to apply for a fellowship to 

take part in the 2014 edition of these programmes, though it may be possible to apply as a fee-

paying candidate up to mid-2014. 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_maste

r_courses_en.php 

As from autumn 2014, it will be possible to apply for fellowships to take start in these doctoral 

programmes in the academic year 2015/2016. 

No more Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorates will be selected. However, the EU will continue to fund 

joint doctoral programmes with fellowships under its programme for research.  

 
In summer 2014, the first selection of new Doctoral Programmes will be made under the Marie 
Skłodowska Curie Actions (MCSA), part of the EU's programme for Research.  There are already 
hundreds of vacancies within running Marie Curie doctoral training networks and these can all be 
found at:  
http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/apply-now/jobs-for-you/index_en.htm  
http://ec.europa.eu/msca  

More information at: 

http://ec.europa.eu/msca  

 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_master_courses_en.php
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_action_1_master_courses_en.php
http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/apply-now/jobs-for-you/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/msca
http://ec.europa.eu/msca
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35. I am already a PhD candidate and want to apply for a short mobility to 

carry out research. Can I take part in Erasmus+ as well? 

Yes, you can apply for credit mobility to carry out research at PhD level if your university has an inter-

institutional agreement. 
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3. OPPORTUNITIES FOR INSTITUTIONS (PROJECTS)  

3.1 General questions 

 

36. Who can apply for what strands of the programme? 

Higher Education Institutions from Programme Countries (EU + Iceland, Liechenstein, Norway, Turkey 

and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) can apply for Joint Degrees, Credit Mobility, 

Capacity Building Projects and Jean Monnet Actions.  

Higher Education Institutions from Partner Countries may only submit proposals for Capacity Building 

Projects or for Jean Monnet Actions. However, Higher Education Institutions from Partner Countries 

may take part as partners in projects submitted by institutions from Programme Countries. 

Please note that in the Capacity Building Projects strand, organisations active in the field of higher 

education can also apply for funding.  

 Institutions from  

Programme Countries 

can be … 

Institutions from  

Eligible Partner 

Countries can be … 

Credit mobility 

(Applications should be 

sent toNational 

Agencies) 

• Applicant 

• Partner 

• Partner 

Joint Master Degrees 

(Applications should be 

sent to EACEA) 

• Applicant 

• Partner 

• Partner 

Capacity Building 

(Applications should be 

sent to EACEA)  

• Applicant 
• Partner 

Only for partner countries from 
Regions 1 to 10, as: 

• Applicant 
• Partner 

Jean Monnet  

(Applications should be 

sent to EACEA)  

• Applicant 
• Partner (for JM networks) 

• Applicant 
• Partner (for JM networks) 

 

In the field of credit mobility, Higher Education Institutions from programme countries will be able to 

submit an application to manage a mobility project for higher education students, PhD candidates 

and staff. The Programme-Country institution will submit this to the National Agency for Erasmus+ of 
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their country. The deadline varies from country to country. Higher Education Institutions from 

Partner Countries will not be able to apply for a credit mobility agreement. They should therefore 

create and strengthen links with individual European universities, with a view to setting up an inter-

institutional agreements between their own institution and one or more institutions from 

programme countries. This will enable enabling their  students to study up to 12 months abroad at 

the host university.  

 

For a Joint Master Degree, higher eduation institutions from programme countries will be able to 

submit an application to manage a consortium, offering a full international study programme, lasting 

between one and two years. The programme is offered by a consortium of Higher Education 

Institutions from programme and – optionally – partner countries. Students study in at least two of 

the Higher Education Institutions involved. The EU funds scholarships to students from all over the 

world to take part – three-quarters of these are for students from Partner Countries.  

 

Capacity Building projects aims to support the modernisation, accessibility and internationalisation of 

higher education in the Partner Countries. These projects are transnational cooperation projects 

based on multilateral partnerships primarily between Higher Education Institutions (Higher Education 

Institutions ) from Programme and eligible Partner Countries.  

These projects can be: 

 Joint projects: to help Higher Education Institutions from partner countries to develop, 

modernise and disseminate new curricula, teaching methods or materials, as well as to boost 

quality assurance and governance of Higher Education Institutions. 

 Structural projects: to develop and reform  Higher Education Institutions and systems in 

partner countries; to enhance tHigher Education Institutionr quality and relevance, promote 

regional cooperation and increase convergence with international developments in higher 

education.  

A Higher Education Institution or organisation working in the field of higher education, established in 

one of the programme countries or one of the eligible partner countries may submit an application 

on behalf of the consortium to the Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency, in response 

to an annual Call for Proposals. 

 

The Jean Monnet programme supports projects dedicated to teaching and research on the European 

integration process. It supports these projects and the professors, through key activities such as 

courses, research, conferences, and publications in the field of EU studies. Institutions and 

associations from all over the world will be able submit a proposal for a Jean Monnet project under 

an Erasmus+ Call for Proposals. Institutions must be legally recognised in their country of origin as 

Higher Education Institutions (university-level). Professors can apply directly to the Education, 

Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency, in response to a published Call for Proposal. 
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37. Where do I find the application forms? 

All details of Calls for Proposals and the application forms are available on the Executive Agency for 

Education, Audiovisual and Culture funding page: http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-

plus/funding_en. 

 

3.2 Credit Mobility 

 

38. Can Higher Education Institutions from partner countries apply for a 

credit mobility agreement? 

No. They cannot apply but they can take part. They will have to be a partner in a credit mobility 

agreement submitted by a Programme-Country Higher Education Institution to its National Agency.  

 

3.3 Joint Master Degrees 

 

39. Who can create a Joint Master Degrees?  

Only a Higher Education Institution established in one of the Programme Countries may submit an 

application on behalf of the consortium which delivers the degree programme. The consortium 

offering a joint master degree must include Higher Education Institutions from at least three 

programme countries, and may involve other Higher Education Institutions from programme and 

partner countries.  

40. Which institutions can participate in a Joint Master Degree programme? 

 

A participating organisation can be any public or private organisation, established in a Programme 

Country or in a Partner Country that contributes directly and actively to the delivery of the Joint 

Master Degree. For example, such organisation can be:  

 

 a Higher Education Institution; 

 a public or private, a small, medium or large enterprise (including social enterprises); 

 a public body at local, regional or national level; 

 a non profit organisation, association, NGO; 

 a research institute. 

 

Higher Education Institutions established in a Programme Country must hold a valid Erasmus Charter 

for Higher Education (ECHE). An ECHE is not required for participating Higher Education Institutions 

in Partner Countries. If necessary, EU Delegations in the Partner Countries may be asked to check 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-plus/funding_en
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-plus/funding_en
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that degree awarding Higher Education Institutions in their respective country are eligible (i.e. that 

the Higher Education Institution's degree is fully recognised). 

  

41. Who selects the Joint Master Degrees and what are the selection 

criteria? 

Selection of Joint Master Degrees is carried out by the Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive 

Agency, EACEA, each year following an Open Call for Proposals. Proposals received are assessed 

according to published award criteria by experts from the academic world.  There are four main 

award criteria: 

 Relevance (30%) 

 Quality of project design and implementation (30%) 

 Quality of project team and implementation arrangements (20%) 

 Impact and dissemination (20%) 

The proposals will be ranked and the funds will be allocated among the best ranked projects, 

depending on the budget available. Please consult the programme guide for more details. 

Following selection, a JMD receives from the Executive Agency for Education, Audiovisual and Culture 

a grant agreement to finance one preparatory year and three annual student intakes.  

 

 

42. Which institution of the Joint Master Degree Consortium is responsible 

for the overall management of the project in terms of accounting and 

financial responsibility? Can the coordinating institution change in the 

course of the programme? 

The coordinating institution signs the contract with the EACEA, and is responsible on behalf of the 

consortium. Changing a coordinating institution is a major change, but is possible through a formal 

amendment to the contract. 

43. What is the overall budget available for a Joint Master Degree? 

A typical Joint Master Degree will receive funding covering the cost of scholarships for three annual 

selections of students (some 40 students in total) plus a flat-rate fee to cover management costs and 

grants for some 12-15 guest academics. In total a typical grant will be between EUR 2 million and EUR 

3 million. 
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44. How long will selected Joint Master Degrees receive funding? Is it 

possible to receive a funding extension? 

Depending on the duration of the Joint Master Degree (1 to 2 years) the consortium will receive a 4 

or 5 year grant agreement to finance one preparatory year followed by 3 consecutive student 

intakes.  

You will not receive an extension, but there is the possibility of getting re-selected as a result of a 

positive quality review. All Joint Master Degrees coming to the end of their initial funding period will 

be invited to undergo a thorough Quality Review process. If you successfully pass the review you will 

be offered the possibility to receive further funding covering up to three additional student intakes.  

Please consult the Programme Guide for further details. 

3.4 Doctoral Studies 

 

45. We would like to create a new Joint Doctoral Programme. Is this 

possible under Erasmus+? 

This is not possible under Erasmus+. However, the Marie Sklodowska Curie Actions will make its first 

selection of Joint Doctorate Programmes in mid 2014. This programme – which forms part of the EU's 

Horizon 2020 framework programme for research and innovation –- will select new joint doctoral 

programmes with fellowships, and will offer other types of individual researcher grants. More 

information at: http://ec.europa.msca. 

 

3.5 Capacity Building Higher Education 

 

46. What is the aim of Capacity Building-projects? 

Capacity Building Projects between Higher Education Institutions (Higher Education Institutions) from 

Programme and eligible Partner Countries support the modernisation, accessibility and 

internationalisation of higher education sector in the Partner Countries and aim to establish 

cooperation between the EU and the eligible Partner Countries 

This aim is pursued in the eligible Partner Countries through actions which: 

 

 improve the quality of higher education and enhance its relevance for the labour market and 
society 

 improve the level of competences and skills in  Higher Education Institutions by developing 
new and innovative education programmes 

 enhance the management, governance and innovation capacities of   Higher Education 
Institutions   

 increase the capacities of national authorities to modernise their higher education systems, 
by supporting to the definition, implementation and monitoring of reform policies 

 foster regional integration and cooperation across different regions of the world through joint 

http://ec.europa.msca/
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initiatives, sharing of good practices and cooperation  
 
In this way, Capacity Building projects also promote voluntary convergence with EU developments in 

the field of higher education. Moreover, people to people contacts help raise intercultural awareness 

and promote mutual understanding between the Programme and Partner Countries. 

47. Who can participate in a Capacity Building project? 

A participating organisation can be: 

 any public or private organisation offering higher education degrees or other recognised 
tertiary education level qualifications (defined as Higher Education Institution and recognised 
as such by the competent national authority) 

or  

 any public or private organisation active in the labour market or in the fields of education, 
training and youth. For example, such organisation can be: 
- a public, private small medium or large enterprise (including social enterprises) 
- a public body at local, regional or national level (including ministries) 
- a social partner or other representative of working life, including chambers of commerce, 

craft/professional associations and trade unions 
- a research institute 
- a foundation 
- a school/institute (on any level, from pre-school to upper secondary education, including 

vocational education and adult education) 
- a non-profit organisation, association, NGO (including national or international 

associations or networks of Higher Education Institutions, students or teachers 
associations, etc.) 

- an inter-company training centre 
- a cultural organisation, library, museum 
- a body providing career guidance, professional counselling and information services 

 
Each participating organisation must be located in a Programme Country or in an eligible Partner 

Country. 

Higher Education Institutions (Higher Education Institutions) located in a Programme Country must 

hold a valid Erasmus Charter for Higher Education (ECHE). An ECHE is not required for participating  

Higher Education Institutions in eligible Partner Countries. (However for the Special Mobility Strand – 

see question 59 - Higher Education Institutions located in eligible Partner Countries must have 

established inter-institutional agreements with all partner  Higher Education Institutions , endorsing 

the principles set in the ECHE). 

Associations or organisations of Higher Education Institutions dedicated to the promotion, 

improvement and reform of higher education, as well as to co-operation within Europe and between 

Europe and other parts of the world, are eligible.  

International governmental organisations may participate as partners in Capacity Building projects on 

a self-financing basis. 

file:///F:/01-Delo/E4A/20120623/user%20information_staff%20mobility_2012%2006%2023%5b1%5d.doc
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48. Can all participating organisations also apply as coordinating 

institution? 

No, only the following types of participating organisations can apply for a grant:   

 a Higher Education Institution 

 an association or organisation of Higher Education Institutions 

 only for Structural Projects: a legally recognized national or international rector, teacher or 

student organisation located in a Programme country or in an eligible Partner Country.  

The coordinating organisation applies on behalf of all participating organisations involved in the 

project. 

49. Can the coordinating institution be in the Partner Countries? 

Yes, the coordinating institution can be  legally established either in a Programme Country or in an 

eligible Partner Country (see list of eligible Partner Countries). 

 

50. Is there a limit to the number of Capacity Building projects that an 

institution can participate in for each Call? 

There is no limit regarding the number of times an institution can participate as partner in the 

selected projects. However, for each selection round, a maximum of three project proposals per 

applicant institution/organisation can be recommended for funding.  

51. What are the advantages for Programme Countries in participating in 

Capacity Building projects? 

A Capacity Building project does not serve as a 'one-way' transfer of expertise, but rather as a 'two- 

way' exchange of know-how, skills and practical experience between  Higher Education Institutions  

both in Programme and eligible Partner countries. Mutual learning is an integral part of every 

capacity building project.  

Certain  Higher Education Institutions are in contact with institutions on other continents and have 

learned much from their expertise in a certain field, where they are a centre of excellence. This 

knowledge and 'know-how' is often valuable also to European partners, who might not otherwise be 

exposed to it. This has allowed Programme Country institutions to develop their own centres of 

excellence in areas that are specific to their local context. Working with Partner Country institutions 

has also allowed access to sites for field-work that cannot be found in Programme Countries, which 

has proved very useful in fields such as archaeology, solar energy and marine biology for example.  

52. Can all non-EU countries participate in a Capacity Building project? 

No, only countries from Regions 1 (Western Balkans), 2 (Eastern Partnership countries), 3 (South-

Mediterranean countries), 4 (Russian Federation), 5 (Asia), 6 (Central Asia), 7 (Latin America), 8 (Iran, 
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Iraq, Yemen), 9 (South Africa) and 10 (African, Caribbean and Pacific countries) can participate in 

Capacity Building projects. 

Countries from Regions 11 (industrialised countries) and 12 are not eligible to apply for the Capacity 

Building in Higher Education strand - but they can apply for other strands.  

Please consult section A "Eligible Countries" in the Erasmus+ programme guide for the complete list 

of countries corresponding to the different regions. We give the list below: 

Partner countries and regions 

Neighbouring countries 

Western Balkans 
(Region 1) 

Eastern Partnership 
countries 

(Region 2)  

South-Mediterranean 
countries 

(Region 3) 

 
Russian Federation 

(Region 4) 
 

Albania 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Kosovo1 
Montenegro 
Serbia 

Armenia 
Azerbaijan 
Belarus 
Georgia 
Moldova 
Ukraine 
 
 

Algeria                   
Egypt 
Israel 
Jordan 
Lebanon 
Libya 
Morocco 
Palestine 
Syria 
Tunisia 

Russian Federation 

 

Other Partner Countries  (grouped according to the EU's external action financial instruments) 

Region 5 

Asia 

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, DPR Korea, India, Indonesia, Laos, 

Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and 

Vietnam 

 

Region 6 

Central Asia 

Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan 

Region 7 

Latin America 

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 

Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Perú, Uruguay, Venezuela  

Region 8 Iran, Iraq, Yemen 

Region 9 South Africa 

Region 10 

ACP 

Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, Cape Verde, Comoros, Bahamas, Barbados, Benin, 

Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo 

(Brazzaville), Congo (Kinshasa), Cook Islands, Côte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Djibouti, Dominica, 

                                                           
1 This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo 

declaration of independence. 

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/argentina/argentina_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/bolivia/bolivia_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/brazil/brazil_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/chile/chile_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/colombia/colombia_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/costa-rica/costa-rica_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/ecuador/ecuador_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/el-salvador/el-salvador_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/guatemala/guatemala_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/honduras/honduras_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/mexico/mexico_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/nicaragua/nicaragua_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/panama/panama_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/paraguay/paraguay_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/peru/peru_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/uruguay/uruguay_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/where/latin-america/country-cooperation/venezuela/venezuela_en.htm
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Dominican Republic, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Republic of 

Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Equatorial Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Kenya, Kiribati, Lesotho, 

Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Micronesia, 

Mozambique, Namibia, Nauru, Niger, Nigeria, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Rwanda, 

St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Solomon Islands, Samoa, Sao 

Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan (tbc), 

Suriname, Swaziland, Tanzania, East Timor, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuvalu,  

Uganda, Vanuatu, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Region 11 

Industrialised 

countries 

Australia, Bahrain, Brunei, Canada, Hong Kong, Japan, (Republic of) Korea, Kuwait, Macao, 

New Zealand, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Taiwan, United Arab Emirates, United 

States of America.  

Region 12 

 

Andorra, Monaco, San Marino, Vatican City State 

 

53. Can I propose a cross-regional cooperation project between Partner 

Countries in different region under the Capacity Building action? 

Yes, it is possible. Regional and cross-regional cooperation should however be relevant and justified 

by a detailed analysis of common needs and objectives. The choice of the countries must be 

adequate and coherent with the objectives proposed. 

 

54. What languages do projects work in? 

The consortium should have a common working language. It is generally the language of the 

applicant. However, local/regional activities in the framework of the project might be implemented 

in any local language. 

 

55. What is the minimum number of partner institutions in a Capacity 

Building project? 

Capacity Building project consortia must respect the following criteria. There should be: 

 

 At least one eligible Partner Country must be involved in the project. If the project involves 

more than one eligible Partner Country, these countries can be from the same region 2 or 

from different Partner Country regions covered by the Action. 

 Minimum two Higher Education Institutions from each of the eligible Partner Countries 

taking part in the project. 

                                                           
2 In the framework of this action, a region is defined as a grouping of countries belonging to a certain macro-geographic area. 

The classification of regions applied under Erasmus+ is in line with the categorisations made by the different EU external action 

instruments 
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 At least three Programme Countries, with a minimum one  Higher Education Institution from 

each of the Programme Countries taking part in the project. 

 At least as many Partner Country  Higher Education Institutions as there are Programme 

Country  Higher Education Institutions in the consortium. 

In Partner Countries where the number of Higher Education Institutions is lower than 5 or in cases 

where one single institution represents more than 50% of the overall student population of the 

country, a derogation to the rule will be applied and applications counting only one  Higher Education 

Institution for those countries will be accepted. 

Where an association, organisation or network of Higher Education Institutions is involved, the 

requirements for the minimum number of participating organisations indicated above must be 

fulfilled, counting the association / organisation / network as only one partner from the country 

where the headquarters is based. 

56. Which institution of the Capacity building Consortium is responsible for 

the overall management of the project in terms of accounting and financial 

responsibility?  

The coordinating institution signs the contract with the EACEA, and is responsible on behalf of the 

consortium for the management of the grant. Please keep in mind that since Capacity building grant 

agreements are multibeneficiary, any change in the partnership should however be approved by the 

whole consortium. 

57. For how long will selected Capacity building projects receive funding? Is 

it possible to receive a funding period extension? 

Capacity Building Projects can last 2 or 3 years. The duration must be chosen at application stage, 

based on the objective of the project and on the type of activities foreseen over time. 

As a general rule, no extension to the eligibility period beyond the defined duration will be granted. 

However, if after the signing of the agreement and the start of the project it becomes impossible for 

the consortium, for duly justified reasons, to complete the project within the scheduled period, an 

extension of the eligibility period may be exceptionally granted.  

 

58. Can students participate in a Capacity Building project? 

Students are the end beneficiaries of the projects. However, Capacity Building in Higher Education is 

an institutional programme that aims to develop of the Higher Education Institutions and systems in 

the eligible Partner countries. Individuals cannot apply themselves for Programme funding, only  

Higher Education Institutions and other bodies can apply for a Grant. 

However, individuals such as students, academic staff and university administrators can participate in 

the framework of a project, on limited and short term mobility, but only if it achieves the project's 
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objectives. Additionally, a Special Mobility Strand is available for Partner countries from Regions 1, 2 

and 3 (see question 59). 

59. What is the Special Mobility Strand ? 

In the case of Capacity Building Projects targeting the eligible Partner Countries from the Western 

Balkans, Eastern Partnership countries and South-Mediterranean countries (cf. Regions 1, 2 and 3 in 

section "Eligible Countries" of the Programme Guide), projects may include a Special Mobility Strand 

addressed either to students or staff from the partner  Higher Education Institutions. 

The mobility must be instrumental to the objectives of the project (integrated mobility) and 

implemented through inter-institutional agreements. However, it is important to note that this 

component of the project may be rejected (not funded) even if the project itself is selected for 

funding; the non-selection of this component should not hamper the implementation of the other 

activities foreseen by the project. The Special Mobility Strand should be seen as an additional 

support provided by the EU to better achieve the aims and objectives of the project but cannot be a 

condition for the successful implementation of the core project objectives. The funding amount of a 

Special Mobility Strand within a selected project will depend on the results of the specific qualitative 

evaluation of the proposal and on the budget available.  

'Student mobility' can comprise of either a study period abroad at a partner  Higher Education 

Institutions, or a traineeship (work placement) abroad in an enterprise or any other relevant 

workplace. Study periods abroad may include traineeship periods as well. 

To ensure high quality mobility activities with maximum impact on the students, the mobility activity 

has to respond to the students' degree-related learning and personal development needs. The study 

period abroad must be part of the student's study programme to complete a degree and should last 

from 3 to 12 months. 

Staff mobility activities may include teaching assignments allowing  Higher Education Institutions 

teaching staff or staff from any participating organisation to teach at a partner  Higher Education 

Institution abroad. It can also consist of a training period to support the professional development of 

teaching and non-teaching staff.  

Interested student and staff should apply to the coordinating institution of the project. Students and 

staff cannot directly apply to set up a Capacity Building project. 

 

60. What is the difference between Joint Projects and Structural Projects?  

Joint projects operate at micro level and target Higher Education Institutions specifically. They aim to 

modernise and reform Partner Country higher education systems through activities such as: 

 Developing new curricula or improving existing ones 

 Improving governance and management systems  

 Building relations between  Higher Education Institutions and relevant socio-economic actors  
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Structural projects operate at macro level and target national higher education systems and policies. 

They involve activities such as: 

 Modernisation of policies, governance and management of higher education systems 

 Strengthening relations between higher education systems and the wider socio-economic 

environment 

 

61. Do Capacity-Building projects have to comply with certain priorities? 

Yes. Depending on the countries, national, regional or cross cutting priorities may be defined by the 

EU (sometimes in cooperation with the national Ministries of education, EU Delegations and National 

Erasmus+ Offices where they exist) for both categories of projects (Joint Projects and Structural 

Measures). They are clearly mentioned in the Calls for proposal for certain countries and if a project 

involves these countries,  project proposals will have to demonstrate how and to which extent they 

address these priorities. Proposals not respecting the national and/or regional priorities will not be 

considered for funding. These priorities are usually updated for each Call. 

 

62. Which EU funding instruments are used in the financing of Capacity 

Building Projects? 

Capacity Building projects are financed by four of the five policy-driven EU financial external 

cooperation instruments. Depending on the location of your country, these instruments may 

highlight specific policy areas. The different instruments are: 

Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance – IPA. The IPA is the European Union's financial instrument 

for the pre-accession process. Assistance is provided on the basis of the European Partnerships of the 

potential candidate countries and the Accession Partnerships of the candidate countries, namely the 

Western Balkans and Turkey. The IPA is a flexible instrument and provides assistance which is linked 

to the progress made by the beneficiary countries and their needs, as shown in the Commission's 

evaluations and annual strategy papers. 

European Neighbourhood Instrument – ENI. The ENI provides financial support for the European 

Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) and ENP countries plus Russia. The main objective of the ENP is the 

mutual interest of the EU and its neighbours in promoting reform, the rule of law, stable democracies 

and prosperity – prosperity, security and stability - throughout the neighbourhood of the enlarged 

European Union. The ENI is a “policy driven” instrument that operates in the framework of the 

existing bilateral agreements between the European Union and the neighbouring countries. 

Development Cooperation Instrument – DCI. Under this instrument, the European Union finances 

measures aimed at supporting geographic cooperation with the developing countries included in the 

list of aid recipients of the Development Assistance Committee of the Organisation for Economic 

Cooperation and Development (OECD/DAC). Its aim is to improve development cooperation whose 

objectives are poverty reduction, sustainable economic and social development and the smooth and 

gradual integration of developing countries into the world economy. 
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The European Development Fund  (EDF). The EDF covers cooperation with African, Caribbean and 

Pacific Countries (ACPs) and Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs). It provides financial support 

in the fields of economic development, social and human development and regional cooperation and 

integration.  

Partnership Instrument – PI. This instrument does not fund Capacity Building Projects. The 

Partnership Instrument is the successor of the instrument for cooperation with industrialised 

countries, ICI (2007-2013). Its overall objective is to advance and promote EU interests by projecting 

the external dimension of EU internal policies (e.g. competiveness, research and innovation, 

migration) abroad and to address major global challenges (e.g. energy security, climate change, 

environment). 

The PI would allow the EU to pursue agendas beyond development cooperation with industrialised 

countries, emerging economies, and countries where the EU has significant interests. Concretely, the 

Partnership Instrument would allow supporting a wide range of actions from climate change action 

to tackling intellectual property rights, from fighting human trafficking to protecting the 

environment, from market access to energy security. 

 

63. What is the overall budget available for a Capacity-building project? 

The funding range for capacity building projects is between 300,000 Euros and 1,000,000 Euros 

according to the partner countries area: 

Partner countries Min. amount for Joint and 

Structural Projects 

Max. amount for Joint 

and Structural Projects 

Region 1 to 9 (Regions 1 (Western Balkans), 

2 (Eastern Partnership countries), 3 

(South-Mediterranean countries), 4 

(Russian Federation), 5 (Asia), 6 (Central 

Asia), 7 (Latin America), 8 (Iran, Iraq, 

Yemen), 9 (South Africa) 

€ 500,000  € 1,000,000  

Region 10 (Africa, Pacific, Caribbean)  € 300,000  € 500,000  

The size of the grant should be clearly consistent with the project scope and the number of Partner 

Country institutions involved in the partnership.  

 

64. Which type of costs will be covered in a Capacity Building Project? 

Capacity Building projects in Higher Education include a large variety of costs, including staff costs, 

travel costs and costs of stay, equipment costs, sub-contracting costs, costs for dissemination of 

information, publishing, translation, indirect costs, etc. 

The EU grant will be calculated on the basis of the following five items: 

 a contribution to the staff costs in the form of standard unit-costs.  
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 a contribution to the travel costs in the form of standard unit-costs. 

 a contribution to the costs of stay in the form of standard unit-costs. 

 an estimation of the real costs of the equipment necessary to implement the project. 

 an estimation of the real costs of subcontracting necessary to implement the project. 

Although the implementation of the project may require other types of expenditure, this expenditure 

will not be taken into account for the calculation of the grant proposed. As a result, they will have to 

be covered by co-funding by the institutions themselves. 

65. How will Capacity Building projects for Higher Education be selected 

and what are the selection criteria? 

 

Selection of Capacity Building Projects for Higher Education (CBHE) is carried out by the Education, 

Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency, with the support of independent external experts from 

the academic world. Capacity Building Projects are selected each year following an Open Call for 

Proposals. The first Call to include Capacity Building Projects will be launched in the autumn 2014, 

and the selection finalised by summer 2015.   

Submitted proposals are assessed by the experts according to published award criteria .  There are 

four main award criteria: 

 Relevance of the project (30%) 

 Quality of project design and implementation (30%) 

 Quality of project team and cooperation arrangements (20%) 

 Impact and sustainability (20%) 

More details on this will be available once the new edition of the Programme Guide (including 

provisions on Capacity Building Projects) is released. 


